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Catlin Gabel School Named  
Tualatin Valley Water District Water Hero 

 
Catlin Gabel has been awarded Tualatin Valley Water District’s (TVWD) first Water Hero 
Award. They were recognized for their significant water use reductions, which has also 
resulted in significant monetary savings. 
 
 In 2000, Catlin Gabel’s water use peaked at 7.3 million gallons per year.  By 2010, the 
school used just 1.5 million gallons, which at current rates values equates to a savings of 
$19,313. In the last six years, Catlin Gabel has sustained an average 44% less water use than 
their 2002-2004 average.  This is in addition to significant reduction in consumption in ‘02-
’04 compared to the five years prior.   
 
“Catlin Gabel should be very proud of their water use reduction,” said TVWD Conservation 
Technician Steve Carper. “This amount goes far above and beyond what would be seen at 
typical non-residential sites. However, their experience provides a great blueprint about what 
many companies can do to reduce their water use.” 
 
Catlin Gabel Plant Manager Eric Shawn and Grounds Supervisor Mike Wilson worked 
closely with the grounds crew to develop and implement a plan for reducing water use. The 
most significant reduction occurred when they converted most of their irrigation from 
domestic water to a well, and installed a weather-based irrigation system. Replacing aging 
water lines, using a water catchment system for drip irrigation, new high-efficiency toilets 
and installation of on-demand hot water units has also contributed to the overall water use 
reduction. 
 
For more information about what companies can do to reduce their water use, they should 
contact their water provider. 
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