Good books, old and new

…For 4th and 5th graders

   The annotations below include a reading level (RL) which should be taken with a grain of salt and a "sez who?" attitude, because there is no science to determining a reading level.  However, considered together with the number of pages (p) it can serve as a guide.  Certainly a book described as RL 5.8, 500p is going to be more of a challenge and a commitment than a 4.8 RL, 109p book.  Of course, personal interest and motivation are important factors to finding the right book for you.  Remember, it's OK to stop reading a book and find something better.  If you're doing that every time, ask yourself why.   Try some audiobooks too--they especially great for long trips!        

Anderson, Laurie Halse. - Fever, 1793 c2000, RL 5.4, 251p --In 1793 Philadelphia, sixteen-year-old Matilda Cook, separated from her sick mother, learns about perseverance and self-reliance when she is forced to cope with the horrors of a yellow fever epidemic.

Avi. Beyond the western sea. Book 1, The escape from home c1996, RL 5.5, 325p --Driven from their impoverished Irish village, fifteen-year-old Maura and her younger brother meet their landlord's runaway son in Liverpool while all three wait for a ship to America.

Avi.  The true confessions of Charlotte Doyle c1990, RL 7.0, 229p --Thirteen-year-old Charlotte Doyle, the only passenger on a voyage from England to America in 1832, must take serious matters into her own hands when she learns that the captain is murderous.

Avi.  Poppy c1995, RL 5.8, 159p --Poppy, a deer mouse, urges her family to move next to a field of corn big enough to feed them all forever, but Mr. Ocax, a terrifying owl, has other ideas.

Banks, Jacqueline Turner A day for Vincent Chin and me - 2001, RL 5.8, 119p --Although Tommy, a Japanese-American sixth-grader, has serious doubts when his mother starts organizing a rally to fight racism, once he and his friends find a cause of their own he gains more understanding of her motives.


Bawden, Nina- - Granny the pag 1996, RL 4.8, 184p --Originally abandoned by her actor parents who later attempt to gain custody, Cat wages a spirited campaign to decide her own fate and remain with her grandmother.

Billingsley, Franny, 1954-  The Folk Keeper c1999, RL 6.0, 162p-- Orphan Corinna disguises herself as a boy to pose as a Folk Keeper, one who keeps the Evil Folk at bay, and discovers her heritage as a seal maiden when she is taken to live with a wealthy family in their manor by the sea.

Blackwood, Gary L. - The Shakespeare stealer c1998, RL 5.5, 216p-- A young orphan boy is ordered by his master to infiltrate Shakespeare's acting troupe in order to steal the script of "Hamlet," but he discovers instead the meaning of friendship and loyalty.

Blos, Joan W. - Brooklyn doesn't rhyme c1994, RL 4.9, 86p --At the request of her 6th grade teacher, Edwina Rose Sachs records events in the lives of her Polish immigrant family living in Brooklyn in the early 1900s.

Bruchac, Joseph, 1942- Sacajawea : the story of Bird Woman and the Lewis and Clark Expedition c2000, RL 6.5, 199p --Sacajawea, a Shoshoni Indian interpreter, peacemaker, and guide, and William Clark alternate in describing their experiences on the Lewis and Clark Expedition to the Northwest.

Chabon, Michael. - Summerland c2002, RL 5.8, 500p --The ferishers, little creatures who ensure perfect weather for Summerland, recruit Ethan Feld, one of history's worst baseball players, to help them in their struggle to save Summerland, and ultimately the world, from giants, goblins, and other legendary, terrible creatures.

Clements, Andrew, 1949- - Frindle c1996, RL 4.8, 105p-- Clever Nick Allen invents a new word and begins a chain of events that quickly moves beyond his control.  Also read: The Landry News
Cooper, Susan. - The boggart c1993, RL 6.7, 196p --After visiting the castle in Scotland which her family has inherited, Emily finds that she has accidentally brought back a boggart, an invisible and mischievous spirit with a fondness for practical jokes.

Creech, Sharon. - Love that dog c2001, RL 4.1, 86p --A young student, who comes to love poetry through a personal understanding of what famous poems mean to him, surprises himself by writing his own inspired poem.

Cushman, Karen. - The ballad of Lucy Whipple c1998, RL 5.5, 218p-- In 1849, twelve-year-old California Morning Whipple, is distraught when her mother moves the family from Massachusetts to a rough California mining town.

Cushman, Karen. - Matilda Bone c2000, RL 6.1, 167p --Fourteen-year-old Matilda, an apprentice bonesetter and practitioner of medicine in a village in medieval England, tries to reconcile the various aspects of her life, both spiritual and practical.  (Also lots of others by Karen Cushman…Midwife's Apprentice, for one)

DeFelice, Cynthia C. - The apprenticeship of Lucas Whitaker 1996, RL 5.5, 151p--After his family dies of consumption in 1849, twelve-year-old Lucas becomes a doctor's apprentice.  Also read Weasel.

DiCamillo, Kate. - Because of Winn-Dixie 2000, RL 5.8, 182p --Ten-year-old India Opal Buloni describes her first summer in the town of Naomi, Florida, and all the good things that happen to her because of her big ugly dog. 

Feiffer, Jules. - The man in the ceiling  c1993, RL 5.7, 185p --Although not very good at sports or in his schoolwork, Jimmy can draw and dreams of being a great cartoonist; that dream seems within reach when star athlete Charley Beemer suggests they create comics together.

Fleischman, Sid, 1920- - Bandit's moon c1998, RL 4.5, 136p --12 year-old Annyrose, left behind when her brother joins the Gold Rush, escapes and sets out on a grand adventure with a notorious bandit, Joaquin Murieta.

Fletcher, Susan, 1951- - Shadow spinner c1998, RL 5.5, 219p --When Marjan, a thirteen-year-old crippled girl, joins the Sultan's harem in ancient Persia, she gathers for Shahrazad the stories which will save the queen's life.

Funke, Cornelia Caroline. - The Thief Lord 2002, RL 6.8, 349p --Orphaned brothers Prosper and Bo, having run away from their cruel aunt and uncle, decide to hide out in Venice where they fall in with the Thief Lord, a thirteen-year-old boy who leads a crime ring of street children.

Gantos, Jack. - Heads or tails : stories from the sixth grade c1994, RL 4.9, 151p --Jack's diary helps him deal with his problems which include dog-eating alligators, a terror for an older sister, a younger brother who keeps breaking parts of himself, and next-door neighbors who are really weird.

Bernier-Grand, Carmen T. - In the shade of the nispero tree c1999., RL 3.5, 186p --Because her mother wants her to be part of the world of high society in their native Puerto Rico, nine-year-old Teresa attends a private school but loses her best friend.

Hesse, Karen. - Out of the dust c1997, RL 4.5, 227p --In a series of poems, fifteen-year-old Billie Jo relates the hardships of living on her family's wheat farm in Oklahoma during the dust bowl years of the Depression.

Hesse, Karen. - Sable c1994, RL 4.2, 81p --Tate Marshall is delighted when a stray dog turns up in the yard one day, but Sable, named for her dark, silky fur, causes trouble with the neighbors and has to go.

Hesse, Karen. - Stowaway c2000, RL 5.8, 319p --A fictionalized journal relates the experiences of a young stowaway from 1768 to 1771 aboard the Endeavor which sailed around the world under Captain James Cook.

Hill, Kirkpatrick. - Toughboy and sister 1992, RL 5.5, 121p --The death of their drunken father strands ten-year-old Toughboy and his younger sister at a remote fishing cabin on the Yukon River near Ruby, Alaska, where they spend a summer trying to cope with dwindling food supplies and hostile wildlife.

Hurtwitz, Johanna. Faraway summer - c1998, RL 4.2, 155p --In the summer of 1910, Dossi, a poor Russian immigrant from the tenements of New York, spends two weeks with the Meade family on their Vermont farm, and all their lives are enriched by the experience.


Ibbotson, Eva. - Island of the aunts 2001, RL 4.8, 281p --As they get older, several sisters decide that they must kidnap children and bring them to their secluded island home to help with the work of caring for an assortment of unusual sea creatures.

Ibbotson, Eva. - Which witch? 1999, RL 6.3, 231p --Deciding that he must sire a child to carry on his tradition, the Great Wizard Arriman announces a competition among the witches of Todcaster, one of whom will marry him.

Karr, Kathleen. - The great turkey walk 1998, RL 4.8, 199p-- In 1860, a somewhat simple-minded fifteen-year-old boy attempts to herd one thousand turkeys from Missouri to Denver, Colorado, in hopes of selling them at a profit.

Kehret, Peg. - Cages c1991, RL 5.7, 150p --After losing an acting role and fighting with her alcoholic stepfather, Kit is arrested for shoplifting and ordered to work, as part of her sentence, at an animal shelter.

Kehret, Peg. - Earthquake terror c1996, RL 4.2, 132p --When an earthquake hits the isolated island in northern California where his family had been camping, 12-year-old Jonathan Palmer must find a way to survive.

Kehret, Peg. - Saving Lilly c2001, RL 5.7, 148p --Sixth-grader Erin Wrenn is determined to save an elephant named Lilly from being sold by a circus to a hunting park.

Kehret, Peg. - Small steps : the year I got polio 1996, RL 5.6, 179p --The author describes her battle against polio when she was 13 and her efforts to overcome its debilitating effects.

King-Smith, Dick. - Three terrible trins c1994, RL 5.3, 105p --Three mice brothers, ignore the class system in their farmhouse, befriend a lower-class mouse and form a team to fight cats.

Konigsburg, E. L. - Silent to the bone c2000, RL 6.0, 261p --When he is wrongly accused of gravely injuring his baby half-sister, thirteen-year-old Branwell loses his power of speech and only his friend Connor is able to reach him and uncover the truth about what really happened.

Lawrence, Iain, 1955- - The wreckers c1998, RL 4.2, 196p --Shipwrecked after a vicious storm, fourteen-year-old John Spencer attempts to save his father and himself while also dealing with an evil secret about the Cornish coastal town where they are stranded.

Levine, Gail Carson. - Dave at night RL 4.0, 281p --When orphaned Dave is sent to the Hebrew Home for Boys he is treated cruelly, sneaks out at night, and is welcomed into the world of the Harlem Renaissance.

Levine, Gail Carson. - Ella enchanted c1997, RL 4.2, 232p --In this novel based on the story of Cinderella, Ella struggles against the childhood curse that forces her to obey any order given to her.

Lowry, Lois. The giver - 1993, 180p --Given his lifetime assignment at the Ceremony of Twelve, Jonas becomes the receiver of memories shared by only one other in his community and discovers the terrible truth about the society in which he lives.


Martin, Ann M., 1955- - The doll people c2000, RL 5.0, 256p-- A family of porcelain dolls that has lived in the same house for one hundred years is taken aback when a new family of plastic dolls arrives and doesn't follow The Doll Code of Honor.

Napoli, Donna Jo, 1948- - Beast c2000, RL 6.8, 260p-- Elaborates on the tale of "Beauty and the Beast," told from the point of view of the beast and set in Persia.

Osborne, Mary Pope. - Adaline Falling Star c2000, RL 5.3, 170p --Feeling abandoned by her deceased Arapaho mother and her explorer father, Adaline Falling Star runs away from the prejudiced cousins with whom she is staying and comes close to death in the wilderness, with only a mongrel dog for company.

Park, Linda Sue. - A single shard c2001, RL 6.7, 152p-- Tree-ear, a thirteen-year-old orphan in medieval Korea, lives under a bridge near a potters' village, and longs to learn how to throw the delicate celadon ceramics himself.

Peck, Richard, 1934- - A long way from Chicago : a novel in stories c1998. RL 4.2, 148p --A boy recounts his annual summer trips to rural Illinois with his sister during the Great Depression to visit their larger-than-life grandmother.

Perkins, Lynne Rae. - All alone in the universe c1999, RL 5.0, 140p-- Debbie is dismayed when her best friend Maureen starts spending time with ordinary, boring Glenna.

Philbrick, W. R. (W. Rodman) - Freak the Mighty c1993, RL 6.3, 169p-- Max, who has a learning disability, and his Freak, whose birth defect affects his body but not his brilliant mind, combine forces they make a powerful team.

Ryan, Pam Munoz. - Esperanza rising c2000, RL 6.2, 262p-- Esperanza and her mother are forced to leave their life of wealth and privilege in Mexico to go work in the labor camps of Southern California, where they must adapt to the harsh circumstances facing Mexican farm workers on the eve of the Great Depression.

Rylant, Cynthia. - Missing May c1992, RL 6.7, 89p --After the death of the beloved aunt who has raised her, twelve-year-old Summer and her uncle Ob leave their West Virginia trailer in search of the strength to go on living.

Scieszka, Jon. - It's all Greek to me 1999. RL 4.0, 73p --As they are about to go on stage, Joe, Fred, and Sam are transported back to the time of Zeus and the other gods in Greek mythology, who, strangely enough, behave much as the characters in the trio's class play.  (And all the other Time Warp Trio books)

Skurzynski, Gloria.  Virtual war - c1997, RL 6.5, 171p --In a future world where global contamination has necessitated limited human contact, three young people with unique genetically engineered abilities are teamed up to wage a war in virtual reality.


Spinelli, Jerry. - Crash c1997, RL 4.8, 162p --Seventh-grader John "Crash" Coogan has always been comfortable with his tough, aggressive behavior, until his relationship with an unusual Quaker boy and his grandfather's stroke make him consider the meaning of friendship and the importance of family.

Taylor, Mildred D. - The well : David's story c1995, RL 4.9, 92p --In Mississippi in the early 1900s, ten-year-old David Logan's family generously shares their well water with both white and African-American neighbors in an atmosphere of potential racial violence.

Tolan, Stephanie S. - Surviving the Applewhites c2002, RL 5.7, 216p-- Jake, a budding juvenile delinquent, is sent for home schooling to the arty and eccentric Applewhite family's Creative Academy, where he discovers talents and interests he never knew he had.

Wells, Rosemary. - Rachel Field's 1930 Newbery Award-winning story Hitty, her first hundred years. c1999, RL 5.0, 102p --A doll named Hitty recounts her adventures as she moves through continually changing owners.

Whelan, Gloria. - Homeless bird c2000, RL 4.1, 186p-- When thirteen-year-old Koly enters into an ill-fated arranged marriage, she must either suffer a destiny dictated by India's tradition or find the courage to oppose it.

White, Ruth, - Belle Prater's boy c1996, RL 5.5, 196p-- When Woodrow's mother suddenly disappears, he moves to his grandparents' home in a small Virginia town where he befriends his cousin and together they find the strength to face the terrible losses and fears in their lives.

White, Ruth Tadpole 2003, RL 5.2, 198p--In rural Kentucky in 1955, Serilda Collins, single mother of four lively girls, discovers that her orphaned nephew is being subjected to brutality.

Wolff, Virginia Euwer. - Bat 6 : a novel c1998, RL 4.8, 230p-- In small town, post-World War Oregon, twenty-one 6th grade girls recount the story of an annual softball game, during which one girl's bigotry comes to the surface.

Woodruff, Elvira. - Dear Levi : letters from the Overland Trail c1998, RL 4.9, 119p --12 year-old Austin Ives writes letters describing his 3000mile journey from his home in Pennsylvania to Oregon in 1851.

Woodson, Jacqueline. - I hadn't meant to tell you this c1994, RL 5.9, 115p --Marie, the only African-American girl in 8th grade willing to befriend her white classmate Lena, discovers that Lena's father is doing horrible things to her in private.

Yumoto, Kazumi The friends - 1996, RL 4.2, 169p --Curious about death, three sixth-grade boys decide to spy on an old man waiting for him to die and learn a lot about life and friendship.

