2004-2005 Titles for Summer Reading 

3rd through 5th Grade

A Couple of April Fools by Gregory Maguire (Clarion) 

Pranks abound between rival girls and boys' clubs on April Fools Day, but when teacher Miss Eath goes missing, it's no joke. The mystery needs solving in this latest in the addictively entertaining series about the townspeople of Hamlet, Vermont. (10 and up)

Aldabra: The Tortoise Who Loved Shakespeare
by Silvana Gandolfi (Scholastic)

When Elisa discovers that her mother once tried to institutionalize her grandmother and that is the reason for their terrible rift, she decides to let nothing divide them again. This may be challenging, as Nonna Eia is slowly but surely turning into a tortoise in an effort to trick death. (12 and up)

The Anybodies  by N.E. Bode (HarperCollins) 

Switched at birth, Fern is about to be unswitched for a summer of wild adventures with her most unusual parents. (11 and up)

Bambert's Book of Missing Stories
by Reinhardt Jung published by Knopf
Bambert is a reclusive dwarf with an inclusive heart, writing short stories from his apartment above the grocer's. The gentle author soon faces a dilemma: where should the stories from his Book of Wishes be set? He decides to take a chance and send each of his stories out into the world, attached to hot-air balloons powered by tea lights, with a letter attached to each asking that the finder return the story. (10 and up)

Boris and Bella  by Carolyn Crimi. 
 Two star-crossed neighbors, Boris Kleanitoff (compulsive neatnick) and Bella Lagrossi (stylish but slobby) battle it out with dueling Monster Mash parties. Who will have the last dance? Full of funny details in both picture and text. (7 and up)

The Boy With a Lampshade on His Head by Bruce Wetter (Atheneum) 

When a friend needs a real-life rescue from an abusive situation, it might be enough incentive to draw super-shy guy Stanley out of his shell. (11 and up)

Edgar Allan Poe's Tales of Mystery and Madness by Edgar Allan Poe,
Goth, grim, bleak, ghastly, macabre, spooky, dark and stormy - what adjectives describe the work of Our Father of Horror, Edgar Allen Poe? This handsome collection makes for a safe introduction to a very scary writer, and is sure to appeal to appreciators of the graphic novel. Includes "The Black Cat," "The Masque of the Red Death," "Hop-Frog" and "The Fall of the House of Usher." (7 and up) 

Fast Forward: A Dangerous Secret
by Ian Bone published by Delacorte
Hamish attends Capra Video High School, where he gets to study his passion: movies! Supplied and supported in his passion for video, Hamish is surprised to find himself suffering from some vague ennui, and eager to find friends. When he gets a note in his locker that reads "You have been chosen to fight evil," it's the beginning of an adventure in an alternative universe … (10 and up)

The Good, the Bat and the Ugly by Paul Magrs, illustrated by Alan Snow (Atheneum) 

A fame-seeking puppeteer loses control of his toys when they decide to do their own handiwork. (11 and up)

Heartbeat by Sharon Creech (HarperCollins) 

Free verse captures the free spirit of a girl who loves to run, and the thump-thump of her feet on the pavement may represent the passing of time and the changes this brings, or the heart of the characters. (11 and up)

Ida B. and Her Plans to Maximize Fun, Avoid Disaster, and Possibly Save the World. by Katherine Hannigan. (Greenwillow)

The unconventional heroine of this book is homeschooled, and likes her cozy world built around her by her loving parents, but when her mother's health takes a turn for the worse, the family must sell part of their beloved orchard, and Ida B. must go to a public school. (10 and up)

The Legend of Buddy Bush by Shelia P. Moses (McElderberry Books) 

Renowned playwright tries her hand at children's historical fiction in this candid account of Pattie Mae Shield's perspective of unfair racial protocol and the highly publicized 1947 case in which a black man was falsely accused.  (12 and up)

My Father's Summers: A Daughter's Memoir by Kathi Applet (Holt) 

A gorgeous memoir told in carefully chosen prose-poem scenes of shocking emotional power about a father who leaves one family to start another. Brave and forgiving stuff. (12 and up)

My Guardian Angel
by Sylvie Weil published by Scholastic
Though World War II is often a focal point of Jewish history, this unusual bit of historical fiction is set during the turn of the turbulent 11th century, as the Crusaders threaten to overtake the town of Troyes. Young Elvina, the granddaughter of a respected rabbi, is especially attuned to the impending trouble, made none the easier by her decision to help a wounded deserter. (11 and up)

Naming Maya by Uma Krishnaswami (Farrar, Straus and Giroux) 

Did all of Maya's troubles between her parents begin with the choosing of her name? With the help of a friendly cousin, Maya comes to terms with her family's drama against a backdrop of modern India. (11 and up)

The Outcasts of Schuyler Place by E.L. Konigsburg (Atheneum) Margaret Rose Kane spends her twelfth summer with her eccentric great-uncles defending three eclectic mosaic towers that they consider to be art, but the neighbors have determined to be a blight. (12 and up)

The Pepins and Their Problems
by Polly Hovarth, illustrated by Marilyn Hafner
(Farrar Straus Giroux)
Looking for a family story that puts the fun in dysfunctional? "Now, all families have problems, and all families, one hopes, eventually solve them, but the Pepins and their very fine neighbor Mr. Bradshaw have problems of such a bizarre nature that they are never able to find a solution and get on with their lives without the help of you, dear reader." You, the reader, get to contend with the conflicts that plague the Pepins. (10 and up)

Peter and the Starcatchers by Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson
 Ever wonder why Peter Pan could fly, and why he never grows old? Where did Peter find his fairy sidekick, and what inspired the wrath of his pirate enemies? These questions and more are answered in this inventive story of the boy who never grows old when he was really just a boy. (8 and up)

So B. It
by Sarah Weeks
published by Scholastic (HarperCollins)

Heidi's mother is mentally disabled, and speaks in something like a code, but one phrase in particular is perplexing: "So be it", which also serves as her mother's name when she and Heidi appear at the doorstep of a kind but agoraphobic neighbor. Leaving her mother in this neighbor's care, Heidi sets out on a journey across the country to determine the life story of her mother, and the startling discovery of her name's origin. (12 and up)

The Teacher's Funeral: A Comedy in Three Parts
by Richard Peck published by Dial
"If your teacher has to die, August isn't a bad time of year for it." From these first lines, it is clear that Russell Culver is none too broken up about the passing of Miss Myrt Arbuckle from his one-room schoolhouse , and hopes it brings him all the nearer to his secret dream of fleeing Indiana altogether. (11 and up)
Worth by A. LaFaye (Simon and Schuster) 

When a child from the notorious Orphan trains of the late eighteenth century does the work on the farm of the son who was incapacitated in a field accident, both boys struggle to find their places in the family. 

(10 and up)

