GROUPED BY Genre…. TO MAKE A LESS RANDOM LISTof books:   

 OLD & NEW, WARM & WEIRD, REAL & OUTLANDISH!

MORE OR LESS REALISTIC WORLD/ FAMILY STORIES

Blume, Judy. - Double Fudge, 213p 
His younger brother's obsession with money and the discovery of long-lost cousins Flora and Fauna provide many embarrassing moments for twelve-year-old Peter.  Also:- Superfudge, 178p 

Blume, Judy. - Are you there God? It's me, Margaret ,149p 
Faced with the difficulties of growing up and choosing a religion, a twelve-year-old girl talks over her problems with her own private God.

Cheng, Andrea. - The Key Collection, 128p
Jimmy's Grandma cooks delicious food, teaches him Chinese, and always has wonderful stories and fascinating objects -- like the key collection -- to share with him.  So when Jimmy learns that she is moving to California, he is crushed.  This story explores a relationship that crosses cultures and generations, and holds strong when tested. 

DiCamillo, Kate. - Because of Winn-Dixie, 182p 
Ten-year-old India Opal Buloni describes her first summer in the town of Naomi, Florida, and all the good things that happen to her because of her big ugly dog Winn-Dixie.

DiCamillo, Kate. - The tiger rising, 116p 
Rob, who passes the time in his rural Florida community by wood carving, is drawn by his spunky but angry friend Sistine into a plan to free a caged tiger.

Fitzhugh, Louise. - Harriet the Spy, 300p 
Eleven-year-old Harriet keeps notes on her classmates and neighbors in a secret notebook, but when some of the students read the notebook, they seek revenge.

Funke, Cornelia Caroline. - The Thief Lord, 349p 
Orphaned brothers Prosper and Bo, having run away from their cruel aunt and uncle, decide to hide out in Venice where they fall in with the Thief Lord, a thirteen-year-old boy who leads a crime ring of street children.

Kehret, Peg. – Cages, 150p 
Kit gains a new perspective on her life and future after she is sentenced to twenty hours of volunteer work at the humane society for shoplifting a bracelet.

Kehret, Peg. - Don't tell anyone, 137p 
Twelve-year-old Megan does not realize that feeding a group of feral cats living in a field near her house will involve her as a witness to a traffic accident and in the dangerous plan of an unstable criminal.

Kehret, Peg. - Saving Lilly, 148p 
Sixth-grader Erin Wrenn is determined to save an elephant named Lilly from being sold by a circus to a hunting park.

Kehret, Peg. - Searching for Candlestick Park, 149p 
Determined to find his father and relive their good times, twelve-year-old Spencer takes his cat, slips away from home in Seattle, and sets out for San Francisco's Candlestick Park.

Levine, Gail Carson. - Dave at night, 281p 
When orphaned Dave is sent to the Hebrew Home for Boys where he is treated cruelly, he sneaks out at night and is welcomed into the music- and culture-filled world of the Harlem Renaissance.

Skurzynski, Gloria. - Cliff-hanger, 147p 
Twelve-year-old Jack and his younger sister visit Mesa Verde National Park, where they delve into the park's history while gradually uncovering the mysterious past of their family's teenage foster child Lucky.

Skurzynski, Gloria. - The hunted, 147p 
The Landon family travels to Glacier National Park to investigate why grizzly bear cubs are disappearing and becomes involved with a ten-year-old Mexican runaway boy.

Skurzynski, Gloria. - Spider's voice, 200p 
Because he is a young mute person who can hear, Aran becomes involved in the adventures of Eloise and Abelard, France's most famous lovers, who lived during the twelfth century.

 FANTASY

Britton, Susan. - The Treekeepers, 245p 
Searching for her father, Bird joins three other children, Issie, Dren, and Stoke, on a journey to the Kingdom of Wen to overthrow the evil Lord Rendarren.

Funke, Cornelia Caroline. - Inkheart, 534p 
Imagine it were possible to bring the characters from a book to life…actually climb out of the pages and into our world.  One cruel night, young Meggie's father reads aloud from Inkheart and an evil ruler named Capricorn escapes the boundaries of fiction and lands in their living room.  Somehow, they must learn to harness the magic that conjured this nightmare. 

Gliori, Debi. - Pure dead magic, 182p 
The Strega-Borgia children, their mysterious new nanny, and a giant tarantula use magic and actual trips through the Internet to bring peace to their Scottish castle after the childrens' father is kidnapped.

Levine, Gail Carson. - Ella enchanted, 232p 
In this novel based on the story of Cinderella, Ella struggles against the childhood curse that forces her to obey any order given to her.

Levine, Gail Carson. - The fairy's mistake, 87p 
In this humorous retelling of a Perrault tale, the fairy Ethelinda rewards one twin sister for good behavior and punishes the other for bad, only to discover that her punishment is more pleasing than her reward.  Also: The princess test, 91p, and others in the series. 


Levine, Gail Carson. - The wish, 197p 
When granted her wish to be the most popular girl in school, Wilma, an eighth grader, forgets that she will graduate in three weeks and her popularity will vanish.

Nelson, O. T. - The girl who owned a city, 200p 
When a plague sweeps over the earth killing everyone except children under twelve, ten-year-old Lisa organizes a group to rebuild a new way of life.

Skurzynski, Gloria. - Virtual war, 171p 
In a future world where global contamination has necessitated limited human contact, three young people with unique genetically engineered abilities are teamed up to wage a war in virtual reality.

Byng, Georgia. - Molly Moon's incredible book of hypnotism, 371p 
Unlucky and unloved, Molly Moon, living in a dreary orphanage in a small English town, discovers a hidden talent for hypnotism and hypnotizes her way to stardom in New York City.

Potter, Ellen, 1963- - Olivia Kidney, 155p 
Twelve-year-old Olivia explores her new apartment building and finds a psychic, talking lizards, a shrunken ex-pirate, an exiled princess, ghosts, and other unusual characters.

HISTORICAL FICTION

Cummings, Priscilla, 1951- - Saving Grace, 240p 
When Grace's family is evicted from their Washington, D.C., apartment just before Christmas 1932, and she and her younger brothers are sent to the Mission, Grace wonders what will become of her sick older brother, her pregnant mother, and her out-of-work father.

Cushman, Karen. - Matilda Bone, 167p 
Fourteen-year-old Matilda, an apprentice bonesetter and practitioner of medicine in a village in medieval England, tries to reconcile the various aspects of her life, both spiritual and practical.

DeFelice, Cynthia C. - The apprenticeship of Lucas Whitaker, 151p 
After his family dies of consumption in 1849, twelve-year-old Lucas is unable to manage the family farm by himself, and finds work as an apprentice to Doc Beecher, doctor, dentist, barber and undertaker. Doc amputates a leg as easily as he pulls a tooth, yet when it comes to consumption, he remains powerless, unwilling to try the cure he calls nonsense.  A fine piece of historical fiction in which readers will be amazed to realize the extraordinary advances in medical knowledge that have occurred in the last hundred years.
DeFelice, Cynthia C. - Weasel, 119p 
Alone in the frontier wilderness in the winter of 1839 while his father is recovering from an injury, eleven-year-old Nathan runs afoul of the renegade killer.   Known as Weasel (for his evil ways) he teaches Nathan the true meaning of fear and yet causes him to make a surprising discovery about the concept of revenge.

Enright, Elizabeth, 1909-1968. - Thimble summer, 124p 
A few hours after Garnet Linden found a silver thimble in the dried-up river bed, the rains came to end the long drought on the Wisconsin farm.

Wisler, G. Clifton. - Red Cap, 160p 
A young Yankee runs away to become a drummer boy for the Union Army in this fact-based Civil War story.  He quickly learns that youth does not spare one the horrors of war. He sees a fellow drummer as well as several other friends killed before he is captured and sent to Andersonville Prison, described in grim detail.

ANIMAL FANTASIES 

Avi, 1937- - Poppy and Rye, 190p 
(Read Poppy first…)  When their home next to a brook is destroyed by beavers, a large family of golden mice is aided by Poppy the deer mouse and her grumpy porcupine friend, who in the process forges a relationship with the son he had abandoned.  But wait, there’s more…

Avi, 1937- - Ragweed, 178p 
Ragweed, a young country mouse, leaves his family and travels to the big city, where he finds excitement and danger and sees cats for the first time.

DiCamillo, Kate. - The tale of Despereaux : being the story of a mouse, a princess, some soup, and a spool of thread, 267p 
The adventures of Desperaux Tilling, a small mouse of unusual talents, the princess that he loves, the servant girl who longs to be a princess, and a devious rat determined to bring them all to ruin.

Jacques, Brian. - Loamhedge, 424p 
A group of adventurers from Redwall seeks out the ancient abbey of Loamhedge in hopes of curing a young haremaid's paralysis; meanwhile, the vengeful badger Lonna Bowstripe tracks the Searat Raga Bol and cohorts all the way to Redwall's gates and finds himself face to face with several protective Abbeybeasts.

Seidler, Tor. - The Wainscott weasel, 193p 
While the other young weasels of Wainscott dance under the pines, Bagley thinks about Bridget, the fish who lives in a pond down the brook from his den. Only a true hero can save Bridget from the death that awaits her. Surprising even himself, Bagley proves to be that hero.

ALSO ANIMALS…BUT REAL

George, Jean Craighead, 1919- - There's an owl in the shower, 133p 
Laws protecting the spotted owls in the old growth forest of northern California cost Borden's father his logging job. Angry, Borden vows to kill any spotted owl he sees, but has a change of heart when he and his father find themselves taking care of a young owlet.

North, Sterling, 1906- - Rascal, 189p 
The author recalls his carefree life in a small midwestern town at the close of World War I, and his adventures with his pet raccoon, Rascal.  Actually not fiction, but a true story.

