Novels for Independent Readers

(anywhere from 1st to 4th grade)  

Alex and the Wednesday Chess Club, by Janet S. Wong, illustrated by Stacy Schuett, published by Margaret McElderberry Books
In this heavily illustrated book, we follow Alex and his multicultural classmates through free-verse chapters that not only teach about the game of chess, but about the game of friendship, and how to win at both. (7 and up)

Annabel the Actress, starring in: Hound of the Barkervilles!, by Ellen Conford 
illustrated by Renee W. Andriani,80 p, Simon & Schuster 
 Annabel is not a famous actress yet, but she knows it is only a matter of time. A local theater group asks her to audition and Annabel gets a part in a dinner theater mystery. Despite the fact that she has to play opposite an overly affectionate Newfoundland dog named Binky and has to wear ridiculous bunny pajamas, she works hard to master the role. Then, during the performance, her life-long enemy, Lowell Boxer, heckles her.  (There are several other titles in the Annabel series.)

Beany Goes to Camp, by Susan Wojciechowski, illustrated by Susanna Natti, 
Candlewick 

According to Beany, summer vacation is for sleeping late and eating Popsicles, NOT for being sent to overnight camp. But Dad is in the car, honking the horn and yelling, "All aboard! Next stop Camp Onondaga." Once there, Beany easily makes friends with a shy girl named Skye. Inspired by watching a gentle mother bird handling her babies, she helps Skye overcome a fear of water, and in turn defeats her own fear of diving.

Birthday Pony, by Jessie Haas, illustrated by Margot Apple, 80 p., Greenwillow 
Jane dreams of having a pony, but she has to be content with riding a stick horse, the merry-go-round, the back of the couch, or even the dog. Then Jane's family moves to the country near her grandma Aggie, who gives Jane a pony named Popcorn. But Jane has to learn to ride on an older horse because Popcorn is too wild. How will Grandma get Popcorn to settle down? Black-and-white illustrations.

A Doctor Like Papa, by Natalie Kinsey-Warnock, illustrated by James Bernardin, HarperCollins 
Margaret wants nothing more than to become a doctor just like her father, but a female doctor is practically unheard of in early twentieth-century Vermont, and she is constantly reminded of how hard a doctor's life really is. When a terrible virus breaks out, threatening her community and her family, it's suddenly up to Margaret to make the right choice.
Hannah Is My Name, by Belle Yang, published by Candlewick
The anticipation of a family waiting for a green card is shared expressively and in good spirit through a Taiwanese child's eyes. At the heart of it, though, this is a family story about family things: sticking together, waiting together, adjusting together, and celebrating together. (7 and up)

Moongobble and Me, by Bruce Coville, 64 p, Simon & Schuster  
Edward is bored with life in the little town of Pigbone, until an elderly magician-in-training named Moongobble moves into a nearby cottage. Moongobble hires Edward as his assistant. Unfortunately, Moongobble is not very good at magic. When the Society of Magicians threatens to throw him out, Moongobble enlists Edward to help him perform three nearly impossible tasks. Black-and-white illustrations.

Sam Samurai, by Jon Scieszka, illustrated by Adam McCauley, 80 p, Viking 
Sam, Joe, and Fred are writing haiku for school when they accidentally activate a mysterious blue book with the power to transport people through time and space. Suddenly, they find themselves in Japan during the 1600s. The book's auto-translator is offline, but the boys manage to make friends with an angry Samurai warrior using the universal language of silly magic tricks. Will their luck hold out long enough for them to find their way home? Black-and-white illustrations
The Sea of Trolls, by Nancy Farmer, published by Athenuem\450 pages
This epic follows Jack, the apprentice to a bard, who is being trained to look at the world with open eyes, though closing them tight and hiding under the covers might be more the order of the day when the trolls come to his Saxon village and kidnap his little sister Lucy. (7 and up)  This one is long, but good for reading aloud to all ages, or as independent reading for 3rd –8thgraders who can mangage the length..
The Shredderman Series (titles include: Secret Identity, Attack of the Tagger, Meet the Gecko)by Wendelin Van Draanen, approx 169 p  Knopf

A new series featuring a puny but brainy fifth grader named Nolan Byrd, whose dorky ways earn him the nickname of "Nerd" from Bubba Bixby, a seemingly unstoppable bully who cheats, lies, steals, and terrorizes little kids. Tired of Bubba's relentless tormenting, Nolan anonymously launches a plan to triumph over the worst bully in school.

Speak to Me (And I Will Listen Between the Lines),by Karen English, illustrated by Amy June Bates, published by Farrar Straus Giroux
Portraits of six city children at school are beautifully drawn in this collection of voices, each one distinctive and true; check out Brianna's "No Saving Seats," a painful third-grade falling out with a best friend, Tyrell's insolent "I Don't Care," or Malcom's thoughts during a lesson on slavery, "I Come from the Ones Who Lived." Ages 7 and up.
