“PUEBLO A PUEBLO”

An educational and humanitarian trip to Cuba

March 23-April 03, 2008

Our students and trip chaperones will participate in an educational and humanitarian people-to people trip to Cuba.  We will visit schools, medical facilities, points of historical importance and interact with the Cuban people in many different ways. Our group will carry medical supplies, clothing, hygiene products, school and athletic supplies, and over the counter pharmaceuticals to share with the 
with the people we meet.  We have planned a full itinerary!  
SUNDAY, MARCH 23 – HAVANA



Depart Portland with Delta Airlines flight # 784 to Salt Lake City, leave at 6:15AM,

arrive at 9:02AM. Connect with Delta’s flight # 259 to Cancun, leave at 9:58AM, arrive at 2:32PM. 

Clear Mexican Customs and Immigration and connect with Click Airlines (a subsidiary of Mexicana Airlines) flight # 7322 to Havana leaving at 8:40PM and arriving at 11:45PM.

Upon arrival in Havana Jose Marti airport, you will be met by Ya’lla Tours USA’s Cuban representative and transferred to your hotel for overnight.

Our hotel, KOHLY, is a three-star hotel located in the Bosque de Habana district of town. The hotel has 136 double rooms with AC, satellite TV, safe deposit box. Among the facilities are a pool, a buffet restaurant, and cafeteria. The KOHLY will be our home while in Havana.
MONDAY, MARCH 24 - HAVANA


(B,L)

Meet with a representative from the office of the City Historian for a lecture about the History of Cuba.

Then take a walking tour around the historic center of Old Havana, a UNESCO World Heritage site. 

See Plaza Vieja, one of Havana’s historic squares, dating from the 16th century. 

Visit Plaza de Iglesia and Convento de San Francisco de Asis, built between 1580 and 1591. It is one of the finest churches from the colonial period. 
Continue to Plaza de la Catedral and the Plaza de Armas where Old Havana originated. Here we find the Palacio de los Capitanes Generales. Begun in 1776, this stately palace remains as a testament to Cuban’s importance as Spain’s principal port of the Americas during the 18th century. 

Lunch will be served at a local restaurant. 

We will also see the Seminaries of San Carlos and San Ambrosio before we end the visit to Old Havana at the outdoor handicraft market. 

After first hand experience of the Old City, visit the Old Havana model where you have a bird’s-eye view of this magnificent part of the city on a scale of 1 to 50. 

Visit “El Floridita,” birth place of the daiquiri and one of Hemingway’s favorite Havana bars (drinks not included). In the 1950’s it was among the 7 most famous bars in the world. 

Return to the hotel for overnight.

TUESDAY, MARCH 25 - HAVANA


(B,L)

Lecture:

Meet Dr. Carlos Alzugaray Treto from CESEU will give us an overview of US-Cuban relations. Dr. Alzugaray is a former top Cuban diplomat who serves today as the Coordinator of International Strategic Studies. 

Next, begin a tour of the city at Havana’s Capitol building and former seat of the Cuban Congress.  

After lunch, continue the tour at Revolution Square, the administrative and political center of Cuba. 

Then, visit the fortress San Carlos de la Cabaña.  Dating from the 18th century, it is the largest fortress in Cuba. Also spend some time in the arms museum of the fortress.  

Next, visit the Christopher Columbus Cemetery with the lavish tombs of wealthy Cubans from before the revolution since 1871.  

Drive through the once fashionable residential area of Miramar, which retains its pre-revolution air of exclusivity. The beautiful houses are now used for embassies, commercial offices, and tourist development. 

End the day with a visit to the Beth Shalom Jewish Community Center and meet with some of the most prominent figures of the Jewish community in Cuba, (this is one of the places we will leave our humanitarian goods and medicines).  

Return to your hotel for overnight.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26 - HAVANA


(B,L)

Group lecture on the Educational system in Cuba. Visit the ” Complejo Científico Pedagógico Ciudad Escolar Libertad”. 

Meet and interact with students from the “Instituto Superior Pedagógico Enrique José Varona”.

Lunch en route.

Return to your hotel for overnight.

THURSDAY, MARCH 27 - HAVANA


(B,L)

Group lecture on the Health and Social Security system in Cuba

Visit a family doctor’s office and a medical family practice clinic. Meet the medical personnel.

Lunch en route.

Meet and hear Humberto Solás (renown movie producer) speak about the Cuban film industry.
Meet for an open forum discussion with students of the UJC (Unión Jóvenes Comunistas).

Return to your hotel for overnight.

 

FRIDAY, MARCH 28 - HAVANA



(B,L)

Visit the sustainable agrarian high school “Che Guevara”. Meet and interact with students, teachers, and administrators.

Visit the Che Guevara museum.

Lunch en route.

In the afternoon we will follow in the footsteps of Ernest Hemingway, beginning with a visit to a local cigar factory. Learn about the history of the cigar in Cuba and see the entire production process, from the drying of the leaves to rolling the leaves to create the cigar. 
Next, visit the house where Hemingway lived from 1939 to 1960. The house, now a museum, contains more than 22,000 original items that belonged to the writer, including records, books, paintings, personal documents, weapons and photographs.  Located 7 miles south of the center of Havana, this 4-hectare property gives visitors a good sense of the daily life and habits of Hemingway during his years in Cuba.  Visit the seaside village of Cojimar, where Hemingway fished, and where he was inspired to write one of his great novels, “The Old Man and the Sea.”  

backdrop of scenes from the film “The Old Man and The Sea”. 

Return to Havana and visit el Morro, for the 9PM cannon ceremony.
SATURDAY, MARCH 29 – PINAR DEL RÍO
 (HAVANA)

(B,L)

After an early breakfast, meet your private tour guide and    

set out for a 2 1/2 hour dive to Pinar Del Rio, Cuba’s westernmost province. Pass through the beautiful countryside of the Guaniguanico mountain range, agricultural lands, and pine forests.  Visit the colonial city of Pinar Del Rio. 

Next, visit the Viñales valley with some of the most spectacular scenery in all of Cuba. Conical limestone hills rise above the fertile valley floor where small privately owned farms dot the landscape. Centuries of erosion has created many underground rivers and caves. See the prehistoric mural depicting the evolution of this region.  

Visit a tobacco farm and meet with the farmer and learn how the tobacco is grown and rolled into the finest cigars in the world.

Lunch will be served at El Palenque de los Cimarrones is followed by free time to explore the beautiful town of Viñales on your own. Later in the afternoon, visit the Cueva del Indio (Indian Cave) and its subterranean river. 

Return to your hotel for overnight.

Dinner tonight will be at  El Patio in Old Havana.

SUNDAY, MARCH 30 - TRINIDAD


(B,L)

Depart for the Bay of Pigs or Playa Giron, about a 2 hour drive. 

A force of U.S. backed, anti-Castro Cuban exiles attempted to overthrow the Castro regime here in the Battle of the Bay of Pigs. 

Visit the museum here, then drive 1 hour to the city of Cienfuegos for lunch at Club Nautico. 

The city was founded in 1819 and grew prosperous from the production and trade of sugar.  Visit the Palacio del Valle restaurant, well known for its synthesis of numerous architectural styles. Continue along the 16 block long Paseo del Prado promenade, one of the longest in Cuba.

Then continue to the city’s foundation, José Martí Park, site of many historic buildings.  In particular, notice the Cathedral of Cienfuegos, built in 1904.  Today the building houses an art gallery and the Town Council.

Then, travel about 1½ hours on to Trinidad for dinner and overnight.
MONDAY, MARCH 31 - TRINIDAD


(B,L)
Spend the morning on a walking tour of Trinidad, a living museum of Spanish colonialism. The whole city, with its fine palaces, cobbled streets and red tiled roofs, is a national monument, and, since 1988, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Trinidad’s prosperity rested on the sugar industry. Trinidad was a cultural center with theater, schools of language, music, dance and a wide variety of artisans, including gold and silversmiths. Lavish public and private buildings filled the city.  During the second half of the 19th century, the Industrial Revolution and increased sugar beet production in Europe led to the decline of Trinidad’s slavery-based economy. Construction ceased and the city remained frozen in time.

The maze of cobbled streets is lined with terra cotta roofed houses in soft pastel colors.  Much of the architecture is neoclassical and baroque, with a Moorish flavor reflecting the town’s heritage of conquistadors. Visit the Plaza Mayor in the center of town. Around the plaza are the Museo Romantico and the cathedral, Iglesia Parroquial de la Santisima Trinidad, built between 1817 and 1892.

The cathedral is the largest church in Cuba and renowned for its acoustics.  This is another place to leave our donations. 

Explore the Museo Romantico which houses a collection of romantic-style porcelain, glass, paintings, and ornate furniture. The museum is located in a colonial mansion with beautiful views over the square from the upper floor balconies.  For those who feel adventurous, climb the marvelous vista to visit the Antiguo Convento de San Francisco de Asis. The tower and church are all that remain of the original convent.

Return to your hotel for lunch and overnight.

TUESDAY, APRIL 01 – SANTA CLARA
 (HAVANA)

(B,L)

After an early breakfast, drive about 3 hours towards the city of Santa Clara and visit the Ernesto (Che) Guevara Memorial en route. Che Guevara, born in Argentina, was one of the commanders who fought with Fidel Castro in the war against the dictatorship of Batista in the 1950´s. He died in Bolivia in 1967 while leading that country’s revolution. His remains were recovered in 1998 and, together with the remains of those who died with him, are buried in this memorial known as Che Guevara Mausoleum in Santa Clara Revolution Square. 

Lunch will be served at La Granjita.

Return to Havana for overnight. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 02 - HAVANA


(B,D)
Relax at the Santa María del Mar beach. 

Finish shopping at the arts and crafts market.

Farewell dinner at a local restaurant.
THURSDAY, APRIL 03 - PORTLAND




(B)

You will be transferred to Havana Jose Marti airport for your departure on Click (Mexicana) flight # 7323 to Cancun, leaving at 8:35AM and arriving at 7:40AM. Clear Mexican Customs and Immigration and connect with Delta Airlines flight # 318 to Atlanta, leave at 11:27AM arrive at 4:03AP. Clear US Custom and Immigration and connect with Delta’s flight # 547 to Portland leave at 7:35PM, arrive at 9:59PM
