China Trip Practical Issues

· Customs:  Narcotics, weapons and pornography may not be brought into China.  The bringing into the country, trade, and consumption of marijuana and all other narcotics is strictly forbidden and subject to heavy punishment.
· Electrical:  China electrical system uses 220-240V and 50Hz.  If you need to plug in an American appliance (e.g. recharge camera or iPod), you will need both a converter and plug adapter.  
· Computer:  Computers are not allowed on the trip.
· Temperature: while we stay in China, the temperature in these cities is listed as below:
Beijing: 18℃-28℃ (64℉- 82℉) wind 1-3

           Xi’an: 20℃-28℃ (68℉- 82℉) wind 1-3

Shanghai: 22℃-30℃ (71℉- 86℉) wind 2-3

Hangzhou: 22℃-31℃ (71℉- 87℉) wind 1-2
· Tipping:  You don’t have to pay tips in China.
· Currency: A US dollar is worth 6.8 Chinese Yen (RMB).  Only RMB is allowed to be used in China. We can exchange Dollar into RMB in the local banks after arriving in China.  We suggest that it is ok for everybody to bring 200 to 300 dollars, which is about 1500 to 2000 RMB.
· ATMs:  They are common in most towns and cities in China. Do carry cash (or traveler’s cheques) as backup in case the ATM is out of order, or you lose or break your ATM cards. In the meantime, I highly recommend getting and using a “gift card” that works at an ATM.
· Time:  China is 16 hours ahead of Oregon. (8 am PST is 11:00 pm in China)
· Itinerary & Contact Info:  Make sure that your parents have a copy of your passport pages, airline tickets, day by day itinerary, and accommodation phone numbers, which we will provide.  Each chaperone will also keep a copy of this information.
· Phone Cards:  Bring along a global calling card or buy a similar card after arriving in China, so it is easy to touch base with your parents who will be missing you (  
· Dialing Code - the international dialing code for China is +86. When you call China, you should start with 011+86+ local number.
· Cell Phones:  USA phones won’t work in China unless you have a SIM-unlocked GSM world cell phone that supports the 900 and 1800 frequencies. Be aware calls made to UAS from China are expensive.
