Application for Senior Project Class of 2010

Please answer all questions fully, using as much space as you need.  Then save and print this document, obtain the required signatures, and submit to Joan Piper or Nichole Tassoni, both in paper form and electronically (attach it to your Drupal Portfolio as a Word document) no later than  March 3, 2010.

1. Your name: Carter McFarland 
2. Name of faculty advisor for your project: Chris Potts 

3. Name of your C and C Advisor: Paul Dickinson 

4. Summary: Give a concise summary of your project plan:

I will be working police officers from the Portland Police North Precinct with Sgt. Scott as my mentor. I will break up my senior project into three parts.

 For the first part for a week I will do ride a longs with different officers on a variety shifts. I will try to work a late shift and then a graveyard shift and maybe even a double shift if possible to see different aspects of the job and how it changes. 

The second week I will work with a neighborhood response team helping to address long term issues in a certain neighborhood. 

The third phase I will work with a detective on a current active case and help/attempt to solve it. 

During the project I am also going to spend a day or two with the gang unit and the SWAT team. Other things that I will cover in my time are viewing the process of booking and going to court and testifying. Also I will help my mentor with paper work and other tasks. My goal is to get the widest spectrum of police work.

5. Statement of purpose: What is the object or purpose of your project? What do you hope to accomplish? What do you hope to learn?

My goal is to understand the daily goings on of a law enforcement official along with the life within the law enforcement community and learn what it takes to be a police officer. I hope to experience as much as possible and to get as many peoples views of the job as possible. 

6. Statement of interest: Why are you interested in this topic? Do you already know something about it? What and how?

For a long time probably since middle school I was always fascinated with the police and in general law enforcement. In middle school I attended many forensic science camps and other law enforcement type camps. I know a little bit about law enforcement because I have longed to be in the law enforcement community and will most likely join a department in either a state level or federal level law enforcement job. I hope to use this time to get a sense of the job and to really experience the job.
7. Who will be your on-site mentor in this project? How did you choose this person?

What agreements have you made with this mentor about his/her role? Please provide contact information for your mentor.

My mentor will be Sgt. Scott. I came by him because of a family friend. A friend of my dads knows a police officer that was a Lieutenant  at the north precinct. He was originally going to be my mentor but mid way through my writing of my application process he was called up one day by the chief of police and promoted to be a commander of training. He then put me in contact with Sgt. Scott and explained the project and helped him set the project up along with the various background checks. 


I met with Sgt. Scott on February 24, 2010. We talked about the project and about the next steps. Currently I am getting a Level 2 background check, which is pretty extensive. This will give me access to case files and police reports along with their computer system. Once complete I will begin to set a schedule with Sgt. Scott.


Mentor's Name and Title: Sgt. Scott Montgomery 

Mentor's Phone Number: (503) 823-5796

Mentor's Email Address: smontgomery13@msn.com
8. What is your understanding about your actual work? What will you do? How much control will you have about what you do? With whom will you be spending your time? What will be your regular hours?

I will work mostly Monday through Friday from 7am to 5pm, but I may be able to take on a night shift or two in order to see all aspects of the job. I will be working with various officers but will report and be in constant contact with my mentor Sgt. Scott. I will work with officers under his command and will also work with him on certain projects. At the same time I may take a day or two to work with officers in other parts of the department (for instance working with members of the SWAT team and the Gang Unit). This will enable me to gain a better understanding of the different parts or jobs of police officers. 

9.  Please give the street address of the location of your senior project (where you will be spending the majority of your time):

449 Northeast Emerson Street Portland, OR 97211

10. How do you intend to share your project with the Catlin community?  You may either write and present a (substantial) paper, or create and present a (substantial) PowerPoint presentation about your experience. 

I will provide a PowerPoint documenting my experience filled with pictures, stories but most of all I hope to also do a video diary and play excerpts during the presentation. 

11. What do you see as the potential difficulties of this project? What might prevent the project from being successful?  How can the committee and/or your project advisor support you?

I do not for see any difficulties. Sgt. Scott is very supportive and will help me achieve my goals. 

12.  Is your PE requirement complete? 

Yes my requirement is complete 

13. Is your community service requirement complete? 

My service requirement will be completed on March 6th 

14. Do you have any other obligations, which might be affected by the project?

Luckily I have no other obligations that will effect my project. 

Signatures:  (must be completed before the project will be considered.)

Student:________________________________________Date:___________________

Faculty project advisor:________________________________________Date:___________________

C & C advisor:________________________________________Date:___________________
Parent/guardian:_________________________________Date:___________________

