Sixth Grade Language Arts Parent Letter

Catlin Gabel School, 2009 - 2010
Dear Parents,

Welcome to the 2009 - 2010 school year. I am looking forward to meeting all of you at Parent Back to School Night , during which time I can introduce myself in person. In order to familiarize yourselves with the course, you should read the attached Course Description, Grammar and Usage Sequence, Standards, and Literature Circle Book Choices. Please read this material with your child so that you both understand what to expect this year in English class.

This will be an important academic and social year for your child. The English curriculum will be challenging, skill-based, adventurous, appropriate to early adolescents, and varied enough to provide personalized, meaningful instruction for each student. The curriculum is based on 1) the study of significant literary works; 2) instruction that builds on students’ interests, skills, prior knowledge, and experiences; 3) the integration of the processes of listening, speaking, reading, and writing; 4) the effective use of these four processes to promote learning in all subject areas; 5) a daily engagement with a variety of writing styles; 6) a daily engagement with a variety of literary terms, theories, and story elements; and 7) a daily engagement with specific grammar and usage rules in order to improve writing.

My primary goal is to educate students to become self-aware learners, humane and ecologically-minded world citizens, and confident, talented writers, readers, listeners, and speakers. Even at this early stage, I also seek to prepare the students for successful high school work. 

You can help your child reach these goals by remaining aware of his or her nightly assignments. Set aside a few minutes every night to talk to your child about the night’s reading or writing assignment. Ask your child what happened in the text and what he or she plans to write. Then, perhaps more importantly, ask your child to give his or her personal opinion on the text or assignment and to connect it to his or her own life.

I will speak to all of the preceding issues in more detail at Parent Back to School Night. I look forward to a successful year and am delighted to have your child in my class. Please keep me informed of any issue which may concern your child or his or her education. We must work together as a team. Your child’s educational, social, and emotional growth is our common goal. If you have concerns, please send a note with your child or call the school and leave a message for me. I will get back to you. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Carter Latendresse
